THE LLANDUDNO  CONFERENCE
The speech of MacDonald was the first bout in a battle of
giants, and victory went unquestionably to him. His critics
complained that he had made a purely emotional appeal.
They declared that he had made no real defence of his Govern-
ment, but had exploited an act of God as an oratorical em-
bellishment. There were those who questioned the good
taste of such a reference. MacDonald, it was said, had deliber-
ately sought to conciliate the miners, who had come to the
Conference disgruntled and antagonistic, by comparing their
daily danger to the airship tragedy and thus had taken the
edge off their opposition. When MacDonald said, in words of
real eloquence, that France knew how to stand by the side
of the mourner, he transformed the whole atmosphere of the
Conference. The four walls disappeared, and the delegates
felt themselves lifted to the stage of world affairs ; they became
participants in a great international occasion. The exaltation
was confirmed for the remainder of the Conference by the fact
that, a few hours later, every newspaper placard screamed in
the ostentatious stridency of four-inch type : c The Prime
Minister thanks France.' After that, any criticism would
surely be small, ungenerous, and shabby.
James Maxton, the leader of the Independent Labour Party
revolt, ascended the rostrum to address the gathering. Every-
body seemed to liven up in anticipation of an exciting speech.
If there were to be rhetorical fireworks at the Conference
Maxton was the man to supply them. He was proposing an
amendment that was searching and provocative, and the cheers
that greeted his appearance were a tribute to his abounding
popularity. This was the star debate of the Conference, and
Maxton was moving what was practically a motion of censure
on the Prime Minister and the Labour Government. As his
motion expressed the main line of criticism of the Left Wing,
it is quoted here in full.
* This Conference views with alarm the failure of the
Government to apply the bold unemployment policy out-
lined in Labour and the Nation. It believes this failure to be
due to the Government's timidity and vacillation in refusing
to apply Socialist remedies to a Capitalist basis, instead of
which it has attempted to alleviate the unemployment
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